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Welcome 

Dear old friends, new friends and future friends, may peace be upon all of you. 

On behalf of the American Muslim Voice board of directors and volunteers I welcome all of you to our 
peace convention. Our peace convention theme “Awakening the American spirit: Turning the tide of hate 
into love” reflects our commitment to replace the culture of hate, despair, division and violence with a 
culture of love, hope, inclusion and peace.  

AMV Foundation was created to fulfill an important need to link all communities together. We are proud 
to be American Muslims and would love to share our Islamic tenets with our fellow Americans in order for 
them to know us better.  AMV members practice Islam not just in their homes and Mosques but also in 
their daily lives among their fellow Americans to provide the kind of firsthand knowledge about Muslims 
and Islam that only personal relationships can cultivate.  

We have a choice; either we can provide America with a chorus of peaceful voices of Islam that reflect the 
true nature of our faith or that void can continually be filled with the sensationalistic commentary and 
misinformation that only serves to divide American communities at a time when we need unity most.  

9/11 has been the cause of condemnation and backlash towards Islam promoted by sensationalism in the 
mainstream media and exacerbated by the former administration. Muslim Americans and those that look 
like them are facing discrimination, hate crimes, violence and profiling.   While we don’t control the 
obstacles life throws at us we always have a choice in how we face them. Our Islamic faith urges us to 
take the high road in difficult times and accordingly the burden is upon us to choose community building 
as a response to Islamophobia. We are committed to Martin Luther King Jr.’s dream of a beloved 
community precisely because it mirrors the teachings of Islam and our beloved Prophet Mohammad.   

The challenges we face today are too much for one person, one organization, one ethnic group, one 
religion or one nation to meet divided. We must weave our diversity into the most beautiful global 
network of support, a chorus of peace in solidarity with a promise to stand by one another – the very 
definition of community.  

The tremendous job at hand is our collective responsibility and we must begin to appreciate the severity 
of the situation. We are all emissaries of Islam and this requires the abandonment of our previous quietly 
anonymous lives or the beauty of our faith will forever be lost in the words of others who would choose 
to speak for us.  

Khalid Saeed, 
National President, 

American Muslim Voice 



About American Muslim Voice 
American Muslim Voice Foundation was founded in July 2003 to replace the post 9/11 
Islamophobic culture of fear, anger, hate, despair, division and violence with a culture of 
calm, understanding, love, hope, inclusion and peace. 

For the past eight years we have been opening our homes to our neighbors and 
strangers alike to build sincere people-to-people ties, strengthening our local 
communities by volunteering, and fostering friendships among all Americans through 
special programs that bridge the cultural and religious divide.   

We are dedicated to our quest to build an inclusive, peaceful and beloved world, where 
all feel safe and at home. We believe even the best of strategies can fail but simple 
Islamic sincerity and hospitality will always prevail. 

We have been in a perfect position to reduce the fears and concerns of our fellow 
Americans about Muslims and Islam through our dialogs, teach-ins and peace 
conventions because for the past eight years we have been working closely with them. 
We practice Islam among them with comfort and confidence; exemplify our faith through 
actions not mere words, our commitment to peace and justice, kindness, love for all 
human and His creation, protecting human dignity, honesty and integrity. Through hard 
work and perseverance we have earned credibility.  

We are committed to building a reputable and sustainable institution for our future 
generations to become agents of peace and community builders with special focus on 
young women and youth. 

American Muslim Voice Foundation has successfully established partnerships with local 
and national media outlets to provide objective and positive images of American Muslims 
and Islam to balance the distorted picture that is pervasive, particularly against the 
backdrop of the nightly news.  We are proud to say that due to this effort AMV 
Foundation is able to share an objective, instructional view of Islamic values and 
practices with millions of our fellow Americans.  

Positive media campaigns like, “Share the joy of Ramadan and Eid with your fellow 
Americans,”  “Light the night for peace and friendship,” an Iftar dinner held in 2009 across 
from White House have been very successful in changing the negative image of Islam 
and Muslims, promoting mutual respect, acceptance and harmony. We utilize the press 
conference medium both for exposure and education about human, immigrant and civil 
rights issues and education about Muslims and Islam. 

We take pride and comfort in being recognized regionally and nationally as a Muslim 
peace building and community building organization.  We have been active in support of 
human and immigrant rights; we are unique as a grassroots facilitator of 
interfaith/intercultural dialogue. The secret of our success is practicing Islam with our 
actions- not just words- in the main stream among our fellow Americans- responding first 
to each community’s needs, serving the whole community and nation from the part of us 
that is rooted in the universal values of love, peace, and justice given to us through Islam. 

American Muslim Voice Foundation deeply believes in fostering friendships among all 
Americans by bridging the cultural and religious gap.  

 



meet the amv team 
 
Shared Leadership, Shared Responsibilities, Shared Ownership 

 
“The first responsibility of a leader is to define reality. The last is to say thank you. In 
between the two,the leader must become a servant and a debtor. That sums up the 
progress of an artful leader” – Max DePree 
 

national  
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
founder      samina sundas 
president       khalid saeed 
communications director       abdus sattar Ghazali 
director       grace shimizu 
youth director     wardah chowdhry 

 
religious consulting  
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
imam zaid shakir 
imam faheem shuaib 
imam tahir anwar  
imam abdul azeez 

northern california  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

president       syed zafar mohsin 
vice president     firdous kamran 
multi‐faith outreach     asiya iqbal 

adeel iqbal 
women’s leadership     yasmin vanya 
           

chapter presidents  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

new york       malik nadeem abid 
sacramento       javaid iqbal 
modesto       talat mahmood 
woodland      riyaz ahmed 



program 
 
 
4:00 pm          Parallel panel discussions         
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4:00‐6:00 pm     Parallel discussion 

4:00       Registration           Entry Hall 

4:00       Conversation with Muslim scholars     Main Banquet Hall 

4:00       Civil Rights Panel Discussion        Room to be announced 

5:00       Sunset prayer 

 
 
6:00  pm                                                          Dinner  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6:00       Welcome by Abdus Sattar Ghazali       With AMV board  

6:05       Multi‐faith prayers   

6:15       Dinner             Main Banquet Hall 

6:45       Over view of program by Master of ceremony    Anser Hassan  

6:50       Introduction of Muslim women leadership                    Yasmin Vanya 

7:00       About AMV by National President, Khalid Saeed     Visuals & report 

7:15       Imam Tahir Anwar 

7:25       Imam Zaid Shakir 

7:35       Dr. Mohammad Nadeem [Fund Raising] 

8:00       Rev. Ellen Gace O’Brien 

8:10       Rais Bhuiyan 

 
 
8:20  pm                                                       Award ceremony 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

8:20       Award ceremony                                                 AMV team   

                       

8:55       Vote of thanks            Firdous Kamran 

 



Featured speakers 

Imam Zaid Shakir 

Imam Zaid Shakir is amongst the most respected and influential Islamic scholars in the West. As 
an American Muslim who came of age during the civil rights struggles, he has brought both 
sensitivity about race and poverty issues and scholarly discipline to his faith-based work. Born in 
Berkeley, California, he accepted Islam in 1977 while serving in the United States Air Force. He 
obtained a BA summa cum laude in International Relations at American University in Washington 
D.C. and later earned his MA in Political Science at Rutgers University. While at Rutgers, he led a 
successful campaign for divestment from South Africa, and co-founded New Brunswick Islamic 
Center formerly Masjid al-Huda.  
 
Rev. Ellen Grace O'Brian 
 
Rev. Ellen Grace O'Brian is the Spiritual Director of the Center for Spiritual Enlightenment in San 
Jose, a ministry in the tradition of Kriya Yoga. She is Founder and President of Carry the Vision, a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to nonviolence education and also serves as Vice-Chair of the 
Parliament of the World's Religions.  
 
Rais Bhuiyan 
 
Rais Bhuiyan is an ordinary man but an extraordinary human being and one of the finest 
ambassadors of Islam. He has an inspiring story of forgiveness, compassion, hope and love to 
share with all of you. It took root in Bangladesh and grew from the seeds planted by his parents 
and flourished with his strong Islamic beliefs in forgiveness. Just weeks after the terrorist attacks 
of Sept. 11, a masked man stormed into the Dallas convenience store where Rais Bhuiyan, a 
Muslim immigrant from Bangladesh, worked as a cashier. He asked where Bhuiyan was from -- 
then shot him in the face at point-blank range before he could reply.  

Muslim scholars 

Imam Tahir Anwar  

Born in London, Imam Tahir Anwar moved to the San Francisco Bay Area in 1983 and made San 
Jose his home. Upon completing his religious studies in India, he has been serving as the Imam 
of one of the oldest masjids in the country, the Islamic Center of San Jose, since 2001. He is also 
the head of the Islamic Studies Department, and a teacher at Granada Islamic School in nearby 
Santa Clara, an institution in its 26th year.  After serving on the Human Rights Commission for 
the City of San Jose for over 5 years, Imam Tahir now serves on the Human Relations 
Commission for the County of Santa Clara. He also sits on Zaytuna College’s Management 
Committee as well as other panels and boards. 

Imam Mohamed Abdul-Azeez 

Imam Mohamed Abdul-Azeez is the religious leader of the SALAM Islamic Center in Sacramento 
CA. Imam Azeez was educated in Medicine, political science, sociology, Islamic history and 
Islamic theology. He holds an MD from Ain Shams University, a BA from Ohio State University, 
and an MA from University of Chicago. Imam Azeez has been involved in Islamic activism and 
education for the past 10 years. He worked with and taught Islam at numerous institutions from 
the Midwest to the West coast. 

http://www.american.edu/sis/degrees/BA-INST.cfm
http://polisci.rutgers.edu/graduate-mainmenu-134/program-overview-mainmenu-148
http://www.nbic.org/
http://www.nbic.org/


Ameena Jindali 

Ameena is a founding member and Director of Content for Islamic Networks Group (ING), an 
outreach educational organization. She is an editor of ING training handbooks on outreach for 
American Muslims and is also the co-designer and developer of ING’s educational presentations 
and cultural competency seminars, overseeing all ING content. She is also a speaker and trainer 
for ING. Since 1993, she has delivered hundreds of presentations in schools, colleges, 
universities, churches, and other venues on Islam and related subjects. She has appeared on 
numerous television and radio programs, and has presented on a variety of interfaith panels and 
conferences.  

Dr. Mohammad Nadeem 

Dr. Mohammad Nadeem, a Professor of Business (Marketing) at National University, San Jose, 
CA., received his doctorate degree in E-Business/Marketing (Interdisciplinary Studies) from Union 
Institute & University, Cincinnati, Ohio. Over the last 15 years, Dr. Nadeem worked in Silicon 
Valley in the IT industry and academia. He also 'served-to-lead' the residents of Santa Clara.  

Rabea Chaudhry  (Moderator) 

Rabea is Co-Founder and Co-Director of Muslim Mediators, a community-based conflict 
resolution center.  She is also a non-profit development consultant, associate editor of the online 
magazine Altmuslimah, and a visual artist.  Rabea is a certified mediator, and has a B.A. with 
Honors in Comparative Literature from UC Berkeley and a J.D. with a Critical Race Specialization 
from the UCLA School of Law. Rabea's editorial and academic writings have appeared in "The 
National" and the "UCLA Journal of Islamic and Near Eastern Law."  Her artwork has been 
displayed at the New Orleans African American Museum of Art and the Levantine Cultural 
Center's Inside/Outside Gallery. 

Rev. Dr. Diana Gibson (Closing remarks) 

The Rev. Dr. Diana Gibson is an ordained Presbyterian minister who served 25 years as parish 
pastor before shifting her career to the awesome task of teaching. She received her Doctorate of 
Ministry at Columbia Theological Seminary where she studied with biblical theologian Walter 
Brueggemann. The topic of her doctoral work was “Nurturing Disciplines for Revolutionary 
Christians.” Her areas of study and passion include liberation theology, biblical theology, human 
rights, peace studies, feminist theology and ethics. 

Civil Rights Panelists 
 
Daniel Mayfield 
 
Daniel Mayfield is a criminal defense and civil rights lawyer in San Jose.  He has been an activist 
with the National Lawyers Guild since 1974 and has served on the National Executive Board of 
the NLG in the late 1970’s and  from 2004 until 2008.  He was honored this year for his work in 
the Muslim community by CAIR and was one of the lawyers on the Irvine 11 case. 
 
 
 
 



Jacqueline Goodman 
 
Jacqueline Goodman is Criminal Defense Lawyer based in California who defended the "Irvine 
11" case. She is one of the few attorneys admitted to argue cases before the United States 
Supreme Court; and one of only 108 lawyers nationwide to be permanently named on the Wall of 
Recognition at the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia. 

Zahra Billoo    

As the Executive Director for the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) San Francisco 
Bay Area (CAIR-SFBA) chapter, Zahra Billoo strives to promote justice and understanding at 
local and national levels. In 2009, Zahra joined CAIR-SFBA and immediately embraced her roles 
as community organizer and civil rights advocate. She frequently provides trainings at local 
mosques and universities as part of CAIR’s efforts to empower the community, while building 
bridges with allies on key civil rights issues.  

Patricia Diaz  
 
Patricia Diaz was SIREN’s first Policy Director.  Ms. Diaz has extensive experience in the areas 
of policy development, advocacy, research, and campaign development.  Prior to rejoining 
SIREN, Ms. Diaz was the Policy Director for the Latino Coalition for a Healthy California (LCHC) 
primarily responsible for educational and advocacy efforts in promoting, monitoring and 
advancing state legislation and regulations that affect the health and well-being of the Latino 
community by engaging and involving community members, organizations, and policymakers.   

Zainab B. Jeewanjee (Moderator) 

Zainab B. Jeewanjee is a masters candidate in International Relations with a concentration in 
U.S. Foreign & Security Policy at Denver University’s Korbel School. She is also a writer for the 
Foreign Policy Association where her articles focus on U.S.-Pakistan relations. Her senior thesis 
entitled U.S. Foreign Policy to Pakistan: A History of Realist Cooperation from Partition Through 
the Cold War was completed as an undergraduate at Santa Clara University. Zainab also works 
part time in sales at the insurance aggregator Go One Global Corp.  

Rev. Michael Yoshii (Closing remarks) 

Rev. Michael Yoshii has served as pastor of the Buena Vista United Methodist Church in 
Alameda, California since 1988.  Buena Vista UMC is 111 years old and has historically served 
the Japanese American population in Alameda and the East Bay.  BVUMC currently serves a 
broad pan Asian and multi-cultural constituency.  It is currently engaged in a partnership with the 
West Bank Palestinian village of Wadi Foquin and is involved in advocacy for a just end to the 
military occupation of Palestinian territories.   

Anser Hassan (Master of Ceremony) 

Anser has worked both on-air and behind the scenes at several news stations across the country, 
including ABC, CBS, and CNN. His career began at CTV30, an award-winning cable station in 
the San Francisco Bay Area. There he was a reporter and news anchor, plus hosted two of his 
own shows. He also reported for the New York Times broadcast division at WQAD-TV. He has 
also reported at KRON4-TV/Channel 4 in San Francisco. Currently, he is a freelance reporter at 
CBS5 and assignment editor at CBS5/Channel 5 in San Francisco. He is also the 
Managing Editor for ILLUME Media Inc, which this year has received national for excellence in 
journalism.  



AMV awards for 2011 
 
Fred Korematsu Civil Rights Award presented by Karen Korematsu 
 
Fred Korematsu challenged internment orders during World War II and became a spokesperson for civil 
rights. He died at the age of 86 on March 31, 2005. Fred Korematsu was an ordinary man who defied 
orders to report to Japanese‐American internment camps during W.W. II because he believed it wasn't 
right. His case changed legal history and resulted in an apology by our government for wrongdoings, as 
well as reparations to 120,000 living Japanese‐Americans. 
 
For showing courage and commitment to protect civil liberties and constitutional rights despite the 
current political climate, AMV Foundation is proud to recognize Paul Fong - California 
State Assemblyman. 
 
Peter Jennings Unbiased Media Award presented by Syed Zafar Mohsin 
 
ABC News Anchor Peter Jennings, 67, who died on August 7, 2005, was one of America's most 
distinguished journalists. Jennings reported many of the pivotal events that have shaped our world. He 
was in Berlin in the 1960s when the Berlin Wall was going up, and there in the '90s when it came down. 
He covered the civil rights movement in the southern United States during the 1960s and the struggle 
for equality in South Africa during the 1970s and '80s. Perhaps the greatest test of his strength as a 
journalist came during the September 11th attacks on our nation, during which Mr. Jennings anchored a 
live broadcast over a heroic 17 hour stretch for the benefit of a bewildered and terrified nation. Fondly 
remembered for decades of service Peter Jennings brought a level of trust and credibility to the nightly 
news. 
 
For demonstrating uncompromising character and respect for journalistic integrity through their 
dedication to unbiased reporting, AMV Foundation is proud to recognize ILLUME Magazine. 
 
Cesar Chavez Social Justice Award  
presented by Pete Mc Hugh, Vice Mayor of Milpitas 
 
César Estrada Chávez (March 31, 1927 – April 23, 1993) was a Mexican American farm worker, labor 
leader, and civil rights activist who, with Dolores Huerta, co‐founded the National Farm Workers 
Association, which later became the United Farm Workers (UFW). Supporters say his work led to 
numerous improvements for union laborers. His birthday has become César Chávez Day, a state holiday 
in eight US states. Many parks, cultural centers, libraries, schools, and streets have been named in his 
honor in cities across the United States. In 1992 Chávez was awarded the Pacem in Terris Award. It was 
named after a 1963 encyclical letter by Pope John XXIII that calls upon all people of good will to secure 
peace among all nations. Pacem in Terris is Latin for "Peace on Earth." On September 8, 1994, César 
Chávez was presented, posthumously, with the Presidential Medal of Freedom by President William 
Clinton to honor his dedication to community service and his unrelenting pursuit of social justice. 
 
For unrelenting pursuit of social justice and outstanding service, AMV Foundation is proud to 
recognize Teresa Castellanos. 
 
Virtuous Public Official Award presented by CA State Assemblyman Jim Beall 
 
The AMV Virtuous Public Official award is the highest honor the foundation presents to elected public 
officials that have demonstrated a commitment to serving all they represent instead of just the select 
few most wealthy or otherwise influential special interest groups. Noted for their profound integrity, 
recipients of this award are living examples of the American Democracy properly at work. 
 
For years of dedicated service and opting to represent his entire constituency and not just 
selected groups, AMV Foundation is proud to recognize Dave Cortese – Santa Clara County 
Supervisor. 



Badshah Khan Peace Award presented by  Pattie Coretese 
 
Abdul Ghaffar Khan (1890‐1988) was a Pashtun political and spiritual leader known for his non‐violent 
opposition to British rule in India. A lifelong pacifist and a devout Muslim, at the age of 20, he opened 
his first school to men and women. The school's success granted him close ties with fellow progressively 
like‐minded reformers. Khan worked towards the formulation of a united, independent, secular India. To 
achieve this end, he founded the Khudai Khidmatgar ("Servants of God"), commonly known as the "Red 
Shirts." Ghaffar Khan was a champion of women's rights and nonviolence. He became a hero in a society 
dominated by violence; notwithstanding his liberal views, his unswerving faith and obvious bravery led 
to immense respect. He never lost faith in his non‐violent methods or in the compatibility of Islam and 
nonviolence.  
 
For unwavering faith in her nonviolent approach as a modern day peace seeker, AMV 
Foundation is proud to recognize Rais Bhuiyan. 
 
Marla Ruzicka Humanitarian Award presented by Nancy Ruzicka 
 
Intrepid humanitarian aid worker Marla Ruzicka and her Iraqi driver died in Baghdad on April 18, 2005, 
when her car was caught in an insurgent attack. Marla Ruzicka founded the Campaign for Innocent 
Victims in Conflict (CIVIC) in 2003, an NGO that began as a one‐woman operation and grew to include 
dedicated Iraqis who compiled statistics of Iraqi civilian casualties. Marla pursued the casualty figures by 
going door to door in a country that sent so many other aid agencies over the brink. She gave her young 
life to help the innocent victims of the Iraq war. At 28, she represented the best of America 
 
For an extraordinary commitment to serving all humans regardless of race, religion, or creed, 
AMV Foundation is proud to recognize Islamic Circle of North America (ICNA) Bay 
Area. 
 
MLK. Jr Beloved Community Building Award presented by Javed Khan 
 
Martin Luther King, Jr. (January 15, 1929 – April 4, 1968) was an American clergyman, activist and 
prominent leader in the African‐American civil rights movement. His main legacy was to secure progress 
on civil rights in the United States, and he has become a human rights icon: King is recognized as a 
martyr by two Christian churches. A Baptist minister, King became a civil rights activist early in his 
career. He led the 1955 Montgomery Bus Boycott and helped found the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference in 1957, serving as its first president. King's efforts led to the 1963 March on Washington, 
where King delivered his "I Have a Dream" speech. There, he raised public consciousness of the civil 
rights movement and established himself as one of the greatest orators in U.S. history. 
In 1964, King became the youngest person to receive the Nobel Peace Prize for his work to end racial 
segregation and racial discrimination through civil disobedience and other non‐violent means. By the 
time of his death in 1968, he had refocused his efforts on ending poverty and opposing the Vietnam 
War, both from a religious perspective. King was assassinated on April 4, 1968, in Memphis, Tennessee. 
He was posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1977 and Congressional Gold 
Medal in 2004; Martin Luther King, Jr. Day was established as a U.S. national holiday in 1986. 
 
For sharing Dr. King’s dream of building a beloved community and walking on that path, AMV 
Foundation is proud to recognize Taj Noori. 
 
Lifetime Achievement Award presented by Syed Sarwat 
 
The AMV Lifetime Achievement Award represents a lifetime of dedicated service to all communities in 
need, above and beyond expected efforts of well intentioned people. The award is conferred upon 
those who embody the spirit of Islam and prophetic teachings to treat all mankind as God’s creations. 
 
For a lifetime of unquestionable service, inspiring those around them, and portraying the 
beautiful tenets of Islam, AMV Foundation is proud to recognize Khurshid Chaudhri 



 

“From fear to friendship”  
“National invite your neighbors to dinner day”  

 
On March 27, 2011, Joined by multi-faith groups and community organizations, American Muslim 
Voice Foundation urged all Americans to join their new campaign to ensure the nation’s safety 
and security.  
 
The initiative, dubbed “National Invite Your Neighbors to Dinner Day,” is part of their larger goal to 
move Americans from fear to friendship, by expanding the sense of community at a grassroots 
level.  
 
Reflections from Bobbie Stewart (DC FOR Chapter) on the AMV campaign.   
 
Inspired by the idea of getting to know each other better, Bobbie and her husband John Stewart 
Invited their Catholic friend, Shelagh Boucum, who was married to a Muslim Amecire Boucum. 
 
On Sunday October 2nd, (First National Invite Your Neighbors to Dinner Day) we had lunch 
together and had a wonderful visit -- drinking tea and getting to know everyone better. We made 
plans for a future visit when their daughter Haya will have a soccer game to go to! 
  
We never would have thought of getting better acquainted with Shelagh and Amecire if it hadn't 
been for the American Muslim Voice/FOR suggestion.  But I am so glad we did -- two of our 
acquaintances are now friends!  And hopefully people in other FOR local chapters will also get 
acquainted with Muslims where they live, over a meal or just visiting.  I hope so! 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
September 11th Families for Peaceful Tomorrows Endorses National  

Effort to Develop Community Among Muslims and Non-Muslims 
 
New York, March 28, 2011 –In response to the American Muslim Voice Foundation’s effort to 
“expand the sense of community at a grassroots level” among Muslims and Non- Muslims with 
the initiative, National Invite Your Neighbors to Dinner Day , September 11th Families for 
Peaceful Tomorrows released the following statement: 
 
Today we stand with the American Muslim Voice Foundation in calling on all Americans to join 
their new initiative, “National Invite Your Neighbors to Dinner Day”. As family members of 
those who lost their lives on 9/11 we have an intimate understanding of what happens to our 
humanity when violence trumps dialogue and understanding. 
 
Since 9/11 we have learned that there can be no better way to build bridges towards peace 
among communities than to relate to each other as individuals. Our members have traveled to 
Afghanistan and Iraq and were welcomed by family members who lost loved ones in the U.S 
bombing campaigns. The relationships developed made a lasting impact. 
 
As Americans we value the diversity of our nation and have been troubled by the recent spike in 
anti-Islam sentiment. We know that this diversity, not only of faith but of ethnicity and national 
origin, is what makes our country so strong. We encourage all Americans to reach out to each 
other and begin to undermine the crude stereo-types meant to keep us divided. As we pursue an 
understanding of each other so to do we come one step closer to peace. 



Muslim women leadership training 
 
“Practice With Your Feet” an ongoing leadership education and training  
 
“Practice With Your Feet” will be a project of leadership education and training, 
which is an essential part of the Islamic faith. Its curriculum will be based upon 
universal principles of human rights, non-violence, critical consciousness and 
community service, as these are the fundamental tenets of Islam. Participant’s 
interest of the area of service and leadership choices will become a part of this 
training. We encourage you to join early to have a greater influence. It is an 
ongoing training free of cost.  
 
There are three phases to this training.  
 
1: Girls/Women (Formal training for the first phase will start in January of 2012.  
2: Youth/Young men  3: Multifaith 
 
This succession plan is the key to transferring leadership to the future 
generations by sharing the wealth of knowledge acquired by the AMV Foundation 
in the past decade in the fields of pro active community and peace building. 
These young leaders of tomorrow will also represent the continuity of the work of 
American Muslim Voice Foundation.  
 
The first 'class' of leadership 'participants' will be young Muslim women between 
the ages of 13-25. This age is a dynamic one in the stages of development of 
ethics, cultural awareness, and life skills. Young women with leadership skills are 
critical for modeling democratic and just practices, particularly young women of 
color. Young Muslim American girls/ women can play a powerful role that covers 
two key areas of peacemaking- social equity and interfaith/intercultural 
community building. An objective of “Practice With Your Feet” is to introduce the 
next generation of Muslims to a kind of leadership central to the Muslim and 
American narrative.  
 
Parent involvement is encouraged and will be instrumental.  
 
Are you the one we are searching for?  
 
American Muslim Voice Foundation is committed to create future Muslim peace 
makers and community builders but we have a greater need of Muslim peace 
makers and community builders today. There is a range of community and peace 
building events of AMV Foundation such as the dinner and dialogue, peace 
picnics, open houses, Ramadan dinners, Eid dinner, teach ins, peace 
conventions and our latest campaign of “National invite your neighbors to dinner 
day”. We need Muslim peace makers and community builders today to be 
engaged in these educational and cultural events to eradicate Islamophobia and 
to break down the barriers of ignorance and hate. 



 
 

Office of Human Relations of Santa Clara County 
2310 North First Street, Suite 104 ● San Jose ● California ● 95131 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________ 
 

  

 
Dec. 5, 2010 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
As the Program Coordinator for Immigration Relations and Integration 
Services (IRIS) for Santa Clara County, I am writing this letter in strong 
support of American Muslim Voice and Samina Sundas.  For almost 
eleven years now, American Muslim Voice has provided high quality 
advocacy, leadership and commitment to a diversity of immigrant 
communities in Santa Clara County. American Muslim Voice has worked 
hard to build bridges with the mainstream community by demystifying 
stereotypes and allowing true communication to occur.  The organization 
has also provided the example of an immigrant communities’ ability to 
participate in the mainstream without losing heritage, language or culture 
in the construction of a more inclusive and democratic society.  
 
Ms. Sundas is highly committed to the work and the community she 
serves.  Ms. Sundas has been a voice for the Muslim community and 
peace on CNN and other media outlets; she has stood in solidarity with 
other immigrant communities: and has advocated for respect and dignity 
for the poor and marginalized.   
 
I met Ms. Sundas in 2001.  Since then I have observed the quality of her 
work, commitment and dedication. I have also observed her ability to 
convene diverse communities to dialogue; address multiple issues 
simultaneously; and I have admired her capacity to work and dedicate 
herself to the issues she believes in.  She has offered much needed 
leadership within the diversity of immigrants in Santa Clara County.  I 
have known Ms. Sundas during her tenure the Executive Director of 
American Muslim Voice.  Her reputation is sterling in the community.   
 
Respectfully,  
 
Teresa Castellanos, Program Coordinator 
Immigrant Relations & Integration Services, 
Office of Human Relations, Santa Clara County  

MAIN OFFICE 
(408) 792-2300 
(408) 297-2463 (FAX) 
 
Director 
(408) 792-2301 
 
Human Relations Commission 
(408) 792-2307 
 
Community Relations 
(408) 792-2310 
 
Dispute Resolution Programs:  
Community (408) 792-2314 
Court (408) 792-2321 
CREST (408) 792-2319 
Office of the Ombuds  (408) 792-2313 
Program Coordinator (408) 792-2330 
Training (408) 792-2311 
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Jail Observer Program  
(408) 792-2303 
 
JPM Legacy Committee 
(408) 792-2316 
 
Immigration Relations & 
Integration Services (IRIS) 
(408) 792-2306; (408) 792-2342  
(408) 297-0275 Fax  
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The work of American Muslim Voice 
 

Imagine that you are riding on a bus.  Suddenly, the ground begins to shake … an 
earthquake!  The bus comes to a trembling stop, along with all the other cars on the road.  
Everyone wonders if this is the Big One – the great earthquake that will destroy our cities 
and our way of life – or just another small shake‐up underground. 

 
As we look at our fellow passengers on the bus, we see all are fearful and worried.  Will 

we retreat each into his own fears and care only for ourselves?  Will we be forced to 
depend on the help of the strangers who happen to be on the bus with us for survival in a 
time of uncertainty? 

 
In the cars stopped on the road around the bus are drivers even more isolated than the 

passengers together on the bus.  They worry not only about their homes and families, but 
about their cars and what will happen to them if they have to walk from here.  They may 
have wealth enough to own cars, but will their affluence and self‐sufficiency serve their 
needs in a post‐earthquake world? 

 
Among the passengers is one woman who, though worried, smiles at the rest of us with 

understanding and love.  She encourages us to talk to each other and to share our concerns, 
so that we discover we are alike in our fears for our homes, families and futures, however 
different we seem on the surface.  She helps us plan how to deal with the situation we are 
in; some of us have knowledge and skills we may need, whether or not the bus can soon 
resume its trip.  When we are hungry, she opens a basket she carries and offers us food.  As 
the passengers gain confidence in their collective ability to face the future, they are able to 
leave the bus and aid the frightened single drivers of cars, until they too begin to 
understand their strength as a community. 

* * * 
This story is a metaphor for the work of American Muslim Voice, personified as the 

woman with the basket of food.  This is work we all need to have done, whatever our 
religious beliefs.  The world’s religions have let boundaries grow between them, 
contributing to rather than solving the ongoing series of crises that afflict the world.  
American Muslim Voice’s work is a heartfelt challenge to these boundaries, seeking to break 
down barriers and let us hear each other’s voices clearly and without prejudice.  If AMV 
succeeds in this goal, Muslim’s and non‐Muslims will come to know each other as fellow 
citizens of God’s community. While we may never achieve Heaven on Earth, we will be 
better able to converse as respectful equals, and so face the future as friends and 
neighbors.  This should be the work of us all, at which AMV has made a good beginning. 

 
Eric E. Sabelman 
Member of Palo Alto Friends Meeting (Quakers),  
Multifaith Voices for Peace & Justice steering committee 
 
December 3, 2011 



 

 
FRIENDS OF HUMAN 

RELATIONS 
SANTA CLARA COUNTY 

Together we will build a more peaceful 
and just world. 

 

 
 

“True Peace is not merely the   
absence of tension: it is the 

presence of justice.” 
 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

 
American Muslim Voice remembers its board members 

 
Razia Inamdar and Esther Ho 

 

&  
 

Rev. John Beverly Butcher 
A dear friend of American Muslim Voice 

Though the radiance which was once so bright be now forever taken from our sight. Nothing can 
bring you back but your good deeds which keep on spreading love, kindness, hope and 

encouragement to all of us. 

We miss you. We honor and celebrate your contribution to humanity. 

 

 
During the last eight years I  
have often heard people ask 

“where are the peaceful  
voices of Islam?” 

 
Fortunately, any time I hear that 
question and I am able to directly 
answer, I can faithfully say it is 
American Muslim Voice. Fearlessly 
and tirelessly, AMV has been the voice 
of peaceful Islam. Their work has been 
invaluable yet accomplished on a 
shoestring budget. 

 
AMV has educated the public, created 
long-lasting interfaith friendships, and 
have worked to defend liberty for 
anyone being oppressed and denied the 
fruits of Democracy and freedom. 
 

Craig L. Wiesner
Multi-faith Voices for Peace 



Performance data quoted represents past performance which is no guarantee of future 
results.  Investment return and principal value of an investment will fluctuate so that an 
investor’s shares, when redeemed, may be worth more or less than the original cost. Current 
performance may be higher or lower than performance data quoted. Standardized returns 
current to the most recent month-end can be obtained by visiting www.saturna.com or by 
calling toll free 1-888/73-AMANA.

All mutual funds are subject to market risk, including loss of principal. The Amana Funds limit 
the securities they purchase to those that are Islamically acceptable. This limits opportunities 
and may increase risk. International investing involves special risks, including currency 
fluctuations and political risks.  

Please request a prospectus or summary prospectus which contains information about 
the investment objectives, risks, charges, and expenses of the Amana Funds which you 
should read and consider carefully before investing. Amana Funds are distributed by 
Saturna Brokerage Services, member FINRA/SIPC and a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Saturna Capital Corporation, investment adviser to the Amana Mutual Funds.

Source: Morningstar for 09/30/2011. For each fund with at least a three-year history, Morningstar calculates a 
Morningstar Rating™ based on a Morningstar Risk-Adjusted Return measure that accounts for variation in a fund’s 
monthly performance (including the effects of sales charges, loads, and redemption fees), placing more emphasis on 
downward variations and rewarding consistent performance. The top 10% in each category receive 5 stars, the next 
22.5% 4 stars, the next 35% 3 stars, the next 22.5% 2 stars and the bottom 10% receive 1 star. The Overall Morningstar 
Rating™ for a fund is derived from a weighted average of performance fi gures associated with its 3-, 5- and 10-year (if 
applicable) Morningstar Rating metrics. 

1-800/SATURNA
www.saturna.com

Rigorous screens. A disciplined approach. 
Solid results. 
At the Amana Funds, we strive for excellence in everything we do – from portfolio management 
to ensuring our clients continue to receive the exemplary customer service they have come to 
expect.

Highly rated funds help, too.

 Morningstar Ratings™

Amana Income Fund           AMANX Amana Growth Fund            AMAGX

Overall � � � � � Overall � � � � �
Out of 1652 Large Blend Funds Out of 1479 Large Growth Funds

3 Year � � � � � 3 Year � � � �
Out of 1652 Large Blend Funds Out of 1479 Large Growth Funds

5 Year � � � � � 5 Year � � � � �
Out of 1408 Large Blend Funds Out of 1261 Large Growth Funds

10 Year � � � � � 10 Year � � � � �
Out of 832 Large Blend Funds Out of 788 Large Growth Funds



 



 
 



Our true wealth is the good we do in this world… 
 
Investing in peace is a sound investment for every family regardless of race, religion, 
culture, or ethnicity. We are fully invested too. With our founder, board members and 
supporters contributing over $300,000 of personal wealth and nearly 100,000 volunteer 
hours AMV has been able to sustain its award winning services and events for the better 
part of a decade. Featured in numerous published texts, documentaries, news 
programs, and articles in addition to a plethora of speaking engagements at universities, 
temples, churches, town halls, and the White House, AMV has brought to America what 
it needs to hear most; the peaceful voice of Islam. 
 
Does the world benefit from hearing peaceful voices of all faiths? Does the world benefit 
from hearing these voices in concert, a choir of peace orchestrated by the hearts of 
people just like you who choose love over hate, understanding over ignorance, and 
community over segregation? Do we have a responsibility to our children to leave them 
a world more accepting, harmonious, and inclusive than the one we found? We think so 
but we cannot do it alone. Your contribution is a voice. It is a voice of hope; a belief that 
we are not captive on a set course of violence, misunderstanding, segregation, and 
racism. It is an understanding that we can change the world around us, so please 
contribute and help change the world, one voice at a time. 
 
Peace is affordable and thankfully tax deductible; invest generously. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------- 

 
We thank the following supporters for investing in AMV 
 
 
Special thanks to Silicon Valley Community Foundation for their ongoing support. 
 

 
Chaudhry Family 
Dr. Mohammad Nadeem 
Ellahie & Farooqui LLP 
Family Connection 
Friends of AMV 
Ghazali Family 
Global Exchange/Code Pink 
Helping Hands, USA 
Human Development Foundation 
ICNA 
Iqbal Family 
ISEB 
Islamic Relief 
Javaid Iqbal 
Kamil Family 
Khan Family 

Michael James 
Mohsin Family 
Multifaith Voices for Peace & Justice 
Muslim Women Leadership 
Noori Family 
Raza Family 
Saba Center 
Saeed Family 
SBIA 
SEMAH 
SIREN 
Speakers 
United  Muslis of America 
Vanya Family 
Volunteers 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

American Muslim Voice Foundation 
a 501(c)(3) tax exempt nonprofit organization 

39675 Cedar Blvd., Suite 295-D, Newark, CA 94560 
www.amuslimvoice.org  

Phone: 650.387.1994 
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